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POPULAR PLAYERS IN POPULAR PLAYS THAT CONTINUE
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The Greatest Sporting
Goods Store in the World

Ma&oa Avenue aid 45th SL
N YerL

Mary Pyan in
The Sign on the doop"

ELSIE KA.CK-A.-
ij tt.CE

EAST SZ), i4 THEATRICAL
HOTHOUSE, GREW MANY STARS

The Avon Comedy Four Came from That Fruitful Section
for Stage Talent, and There Have Been

Many More.

The Avon Comedy Four, a quartet of
sinslns and travesty mimes, who are ap-

pearing in "The Passing Show or 1919"

and udd much to the hilarity of this now
Winter Garden revue, came from the
east side, as Joes many another enter-

tainer on the American stage.
In po'nt" of fact, a considerable quota

of the fun in vaudeville and musical com-

edy hail its orisln in this district. Some
of the mimes who have emerged from the!
cast s"do are Joo Weber and Lew Fields,!
Sam Bernard, Louis Mann. Bar-'o- f h United States appeared

n,,fl tin-- 'England, and Scotland. the

Cantor, Irving Berlin, the Roger Brothers,
John Slavln, Alexander Carr, George
sel and a long list of others who have
managed to get their names in front of
Broadway Theatres, either as starred or
featured players.

The Avon Comedy Four dates back to
The Avons are down on the pro.

gramme bearing the names Joe Smith,
Charles Dale, Charles Adams and Eddie
Rash. Smith and Dale were the originals
of the combination. Twenty-tw- o years
ago two east side boys, Joo Sult2er and
Charles Marks, developed a liking" for
dancing. There was a bootblack establish
mcnt In the basement on the corner of
Eldrldgc and Delancey streets, this be
fore the Williamsburg Br'dce Improve
ment came along and wiped out the build.
Intr.

When the bootblack hadn't any custom
ers the youths. Sultzer and Marks, were
allowed to utilize the floor practising
dance steps. About this time they were
able to get positions behind the counter
in a restaurant at No. 130 Broadway
working from twelve to two each day.
These two boys, a natural sense for
fun. combined the ervlns of food with
com'c antics. So it was that the brokers
of the neighborhood were wont to gather
at the noon hour at the restaurant, no
longer in existence, and be entertained
by Sir'tzer and Marks. Une of the brokers
suggested to tho boys that they go on
the stage.

They acted on this suggestion at once.
Having learned to dance and having put
together n stretch based on their res
taurant experience they went to the old
Palace Garden,, at Th'rteenth street and
Third avenue, and were given an oppor
tunity to show what they could do. Asked
their names by .the marager, they re
plied: "Joe Sultzer and Charles Marks.'
The manager replied: "I don't like your
names. You w 11 bo known as Joe Smith
and Charles Dale." And so It was that
Sultzer and Marks came forth as Joe
Smith and Charles Dale, "protean ar
tists."

At tho Palace Garden they worked from
eight In the evening till one In the morn
ing. Their wages amounted to Kl a
week. At noon they continued their em-
ployment at the restaurant. Having made
'heir debut and scored something of a
hit, they presently appeared as end men
in black fac in Ue m nstrel first, part.
Then they did a sketch with eccentric
dancln?,- - then a "sidewalk" act

In the new "Passing Show" there la a
restaurant scene, otherwise King Solo-
mon's Kitchen. Much of the comicality
of this scene dates back to Ideas formed
in. the rectaurant.

When the engagement at the Palace
Garden came to pn end. Smith and Dale
leulded they would go "on tour," adding

two young men to the sketch, John Cole-
man and Will Lester, and they decided
to call their company "The Imperial
Vaudeville and Comedy Company."

This troupe opened for business In
Kingston, N. T. The entertainment prov-
ing purowful, !t was decided to tour the
neighborhood, but more particularly up
anu oown tne Hudson river. Buying a
hor! and ulelgh, 'The Impr'l VniidA-vll- le

Company" played all the town halls
along the river, transporting both com-lan- y

and effects. They played, among
other places, at Poughkeepslc. Rlfton and
Uondout. Having spent the entire winter
Kivlng these entertainments. Smith and
Hale lost half their company, for

V' . is

ttj MVDJVta a-j-4 EVA.

went to work in an tee. house at .Q a
day.

While at Kingston Slmtt, and'Dale had
written a sketch which they called
"Schooldays." As there were four in this
sketch they again added two youths to the
act and called 'themselves "The Avon
Comedy Four." They were able to get
an engagement at the Atlantic Garden.1
This act proved such a hit that they were
able to obtain an engagement at Keith's
Union Square. And from that time on
the Avon Comedy Four found no (rouble
In getting engagements. In the Intervene

years they have played In all parts
Barney and have In
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latter countries they have made three
visits. Charles Adam and Edward Rash
have been appearing with Smith and Date
during recent years.

WELL READ MR. BRAHAM.

Horaco Braham, who Is playing tho
part of Wally, the young heir to five mil
lions, in "The Gold Diggers," at the I,y.
ccum Theatre, Is a Canadian and was cdu.
tated In England. He served with a Ca.
nadian contingent for three years In
France and has returned to the Belasco
fold, with which he was connected before
tho war.

"Mr. Braham had considerable experi
ence on the stage In England and the
following Interesting resume of his career
may bo of some Interest to the reader.
Wo glvo the story of his life In his own
words:

After leaving college, where the only
subjects I worked at were literature and
rhelorlc, I Joined the famous Stratford-n-Avo- n

Players under Sir Frank Benson.
There I served my apprenticeship, learn
ing to fence, dance, to speak blank verse,
to design costumes of all periods, tho
manners of the different centuries, Ac:
how to walk and behave as a Roman, a
thirteenth century man about town, an
Italian nobleman of the Renaissance, an
Elizabethan clown, a fifth century war
rior. Then, when wo played the Sheridan
comedies, how to conduct myself aa a
buck of the eighteenth century with Its
routine of the snuff box and handkerchief.
and the method of speaking the stilted
lines. Benson's motto was, 'Work and
love it,' and we did.

"One of the most important tilings I
learned then was to sodk myself in the
literature of the periods of the different
plays. For example, If cast for Bassanlo
or Gratiano in 'The Merchant of Venice,'
read a few chapters of Benvenuto Cel
lini's frank disclosures, add a goodly part
of imagination and Instinctively you will
wear your cloak more gallantly, carry
your rapier and dagger with more ease
and be more under the skin of the charac
ter. This applies to all the classics and
costumo plays. With Benson I played
eighty parti, from Romeo to Edmund In
King Lear.' Then when I felt that I had

absorbed sufficient training from the
classics i joined Miss Hornlman'a Man
chester riayers, and played In Shaw,
Barrle, Pinoro, Barkor and Galsworthy
plays. These famous authors would at
tend rehearsals; It was wonderful work.
My favorite parts with Miss Hornlmah
were the poet In 'Candida.' the artist in
The Doctor's Dilemma.' Pierrot in 'Pru
nella,' the boy In Galsworthy's 'Silver
Box,' Charles Surface In a revival of
'School for Scandal,' and the schoolboy
In 'Consequences.'

"I was playing In 'Consequences' In
London and Lee Shubert saw the play and
engaged me to play In It In New York.
Later I Joined GrenvUte Barker's com
pany at Wallack'a Theatre, playing Oberon
in 'Midsummer Night's Dream.' &c. I
next played with Lenore Ulric in 'The
aiark of tho Beast' Then Mr. Bclaico
sent for me to play the Juvenile part
with David Warfield. the the young na-v-

officer with Frances Starr in The
Little Lady in Blue,' and for a few weeks
only I played the lover in Tiger Roio'
with Lenore Ulrio before it camo to New
York. I then asked Mr. Belaaeo la re--

Eleanor Dana, Arline Dewey, Vivian vernon, adelk hart, Anna West and ethel Claqk
"in "Happy days

THESE GIRLS BECAME ACTRESSES
TO CHAGRIN OF THEIR PARENTS

Miss Eva Puck Destined First To Be a School Teacher and
Miss Gladys Miller To Be a Social Leader in Clev-

elandBoth Now in "Irene."

Children have a propensity for disap-
pointing their parents In the choice of
careers.but not all parents have been so
chagrined as those of Misses Eva Puck and
Gladys Miller, agile young actresses, who
oro singing and dancing with Miss Edith
Day In "Irene," musical comedy, at tho
Vanderbllt Theatre.

Miss Puck was born and bred In Brook
lyn, When she was a baby she was
wheeled in her perambulator every day In!
Prospect Fark. Her mother, who gave her
the air every day, except Sunday, when
Mr. Puck lent a hand, had been a school
teacher. As lor Mr. Puck, he w3 and Is
i.one other than John A. Puck, a dealer in
real estate.

"My parents were not opposed to the
Etage," raid Miss Puck. "It was Just that
the stage didn't exist for them Just be
cause father and mother knew nothing
iibout It, m brother Harry and myself
learned everything. We had Inherited a
taste for music, and we loved to sin L.ags
nnd were glad for any kind of an audience.
One day mother took us with her to a
women's club meeting at the house Of one
of her friend, in President street, and we
did one of our singing stunts. Wo made
a hit and mother was asked tc take us to
the next meeting, which she did; because,
like all mothers, she was flattered. I was
at that time four years old and Harry was
tlx..

' Two yc-- s later we were on the profes-
sional stase and mother with us as our
chaperon. This came about because It
was proved to mother and father that we
iould earn n good Income for ourselves and
in mai way m a much hcttc- - education
man would otherwise bo possible. We

Stotes, ntcing

mother.
"At that time my mother and my father

confidently expected both brother nnd
myself to leaVe the stage when We reached
high school age. Mojhcr wanted me to
prepare ior college and De a teacher, and
father wanted Harry to go Into the real
state buslr.iH In South Brooklyn with

nun.
"When wo reached high school age, how-ve- r,

we Jumped Into audoVIIIr, and under
the name of 'The Two Pucks' we toured
the country from coast to coast, with songs
nnu aancef, largely of our own composi-
tion. As The Two Pucks' we had never
been scparattd ror a day since wo left
Krooklyn together to ioln tho Iluntlev
Jackson" Company. Then tho war came

hd In 191 Harry Jninwj ih nw nnd
took a small in Mclntyru and death's
minstrel production, 'Hello, Alexander!'
Noxt scanm had a role In John Corl's
musical show, 'Just a Minute,' and
tht my present part in "Irene.'

Aa for Jlisa Miller, while her career has
and Mrs.man and Lester left for their homes lease me to Join the Canadian army. kTmi lerTf ni.5i Mr.

ow
A

for Girls, In Cleveland, Miss Miller was
destined by her parent for the life of a
social butterfly, with a gdod marriage not
tater than her third season "out" But
no sooner had she dutifully come "out."
Man she enme to New fork for a rourse In
3argcnt'u Dramatic School. In the follow-Ih- g

season n small part In "Fancy Free,"
with Clifton Crawford, gave her her
theatrical dtbut tho Astor Theatre,
Then camo an engagement in "The Melt
ing of Mollv," in which she understudied
Gloria Goodwin; a part In the short lived
"Lady In Red"; a brief season In vaude
ville and finally hir present role.

RESHOEING HIPPODROME
FAMILY COSTS $12,000

Two hundred and fifty performances, or
about three months, Is the life ork chorus
girl's shoo at the Hippodrome. Last
week th'cy were d, and this re- -

establishment of footwear Included the
more Important players with few excep
tions. For tills the shoe man's bill which
was presented to Charles Dillingham yes
terday amounted to (12.000, the largest mid.
season bill for footwear Incurred by the
Hippodrome.

Tho cost of the people who
appear In the Kiddles' Dormitory scene Is
In excess of J3M. In this scene new "char
acter shoes," costing 10 a pair, will be
Issued to the ten men principals in ,the
scene, while tho thlry-flv- e girls received
footwear of satin with soft leather soles.
costing' I7.G0 a pair. No allowance Is
made In theso figures for the footwear of
the thirty-thre- e pnjama girls, but the foot-
wear used by them, sewn Into their Pa- -
Jamas, must be repaired at least once in
two weeks.

In tho Fairyland scene which follows.
specially designed dancing shoes, costing!
lis a pair, wero Issued to ten dancing prln

Eft hern TZUn Ta
ern a wido repertoire of Vi?.." . "'."-A'l1-

8..
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In addition. Miss Belle Story, tho Hip
podrome prima donna, was provided with
a new pair of slippers adorned with rhlne- -
stono buckles and costing about SvO. while
Clyde Cook, the eccentric dancer, drew a
new pair of doeskin dancing shoes In
voiced at IX.

In the Book Store scene In "Happy
uays" me snoes worn vary in typo from
neavy nip boots to tiny dancing pumps.
Likewise the price ranres from IG to J30 a
pair. The estimated cost of new leather
an around for the 413 people in this scene
Is about trTM. In the World's Derby
scene twenty-fou- r pairs of Jockey boots
tor tno young women taking the parts of
the various nations were bought at )13 a
pair, trhilc more than n dozen c-- lrs of
boots were bought for the men Who ride
the horses. All of these bodts must be
built to tho measure of the Individual
wearer and cannot bit taken from stock.
Henco the dost. Here no allowance Is
madn far nlw mhnoa far (Via Iua l,t.ii.A,t
extra pcop'e" appearing In the crowd at

tho races.
Tho Chorus glrU' war on iboJi nsrrS&aH tn&i.
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ziegfeld's midnight frolic

SMITH COLLEGE.

NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Saturday- .-
"Sappho ahd Phaon," a play by Percy
Mackaye, was chosen by the senior clasB
to be presented at Ihe Smith College com-
mencement, It was announced here today
at the office of tho Smith College Weekly,
of which Miss Margaret Broad, of Fort
Worth. Texas, of tho class of l?a), is editor
In chief. Trialu for pnrts In the sen or
dramatic performance will begin at once.

It was announced at the same time that
the results of the senior elections showed
tho following successful candidates fdr
offices. In the dramatic club: Chairman
of Scenery, Helen Cass, Of Albany, N, Y.;
Chairman of Costumes, Ruth Havey, of

i

In or Stage

a

I

AMCNKMHSTS.

ffHwrfBl

In

9,

OF

"The Gnttry Clerk."

A

dm Full to

I 1 1

AT

In

Special

Frwlfrirk

New $ Roof
Cont. 11 to 11 P. Hoof to I A. II.,

"stronirer Thn neitb."
Roof

Jt niirer. 7 otner?.

' :..

--The

"

POIt AND
IScats roe
CakW Oper In all parts

Td. Orcelty
4186

Botutht, Sold or
for

Jiccta Ticket NoraMIuVu ill. r i o arrvtrtit.

in Game"

Mass.; Stage Manager,
Hunt, of Hamburg, N. Y; Man

Asher, of Now-- Haven
Conn., and Chairman of Music,

of Turner Falls, Mass.

Concerts for Siinday.
for next Include

of the
Josef Hermann Car

negle Josef Adler tho
Rovlhskl. olanint.

the the opera concer
the Metropolitan Opera House, the

Opera concert
the and the
Music in the Hotel.
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Viola Dana
Motion Plcturo Version tho Sensation Suoceu

"THE WILLOW TREE"
wllh Dances by YAZU

For Music Week
Ftrrt Time Ever Presented Operatic Form

(Poem by Music by Colcrldge-Tujl-

Spectacular Production, with
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The Wide

World

Ovt'i' the fieas and wr tbo
land-th- o tide of travel is
Btrong.

To Europe nud to the Carib
henn, to California and to To

klo, the steamers and tin
traiua uro crowded.

Luggage and clothes of co

mopolitnu nir personal con-

veniences which pass current
among cabin-seasone- d globo
trotters they are all special
ties of the Abercrombio & Fitch
establishment.

For the voyage, in port and
for the iuland trip, every un
usual need of the traveler is

supplied.

Abercrombie & Fitch
International Luggage

jllij

Wardrobe trunks for the
cabin nnd for the Iioltl for tho
transcontinental trip and the
hotel room.

ijSiiitcases, fitted or unfitted,
and extension'top Buifcnees for
port use.

Fortnight and weekend
cases, holding as much as a
small trunk, to take on the taxi

--with .vou.
English kit bags and soft-en- d

sporting kit bags.
Hat boxes, for both men and

women;
Practical leather dressing

cases?, fitted or unfitted; brush
sets and razor sets in cases,

Ah endless variety of leather
travel articles, in grain hide and
seal.

Animal hand-bags- , for dog?
nnd cats.

Enabling One to
Travel in Comfort

All those conveniences which
contribute to the' success of a
voyage or a journey.

Steamer chairs inviting in
their very appearance.

Rugs, topcoats and hats for
use on deck.

Men's, women's and hoys'
suits of English travel twifil

1'olding travel clock, ami
photograph cases and monvv
belts.

Medicine cases, travel bottle,
collar boxes and sponge hupp.

Binoculars, wrist watelii'.
cameras, compasses, pipes, to
bacco pouches, cigar and cigar-
ette cases, lighters and pucM
flash lights.

Tourists' revolvers and nin!
and game sets

flbercrombic
& Fitch Co- -

Zit II. TViu,
Mtdiion Aresae and 45lh Si,

New York.

"Where the Blazed Trai'
Crosses the Boulevard,


